LITTLE BROWN CHURCH OF SUNOL
Newsletter, May 2009
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· Pastor’s message

· Shelter dinner

· Potluck dates and themes
· Cleanup day
· Summer camp 
· Speed bumps
· Movie night for high school students 
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MAY-JUNE CALENDAR

May 3, Sunday – Potluck after worship (theme:  Mexican)
May 6, Wednesday – Confirmation class, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m., parsonage

May 10, Sunday – 9:30 a.m., Mothers’ Day brunch before worship service

May 13, Wednesday – Confirmation class, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m., parsonage

May 17, Sunday – Cleanup Day for LBC (See details below)

May 19, Tuesday – Church Council meeting, 6:30 p.m., parsonage
May 24, Sunday – Deadline for submissions to June newsletter 

May 28-31, Thursday-Sunday – Annual meeting, Northern California Nevada Conference of the United Church of Christ, Asilomar Conference Grounds, Pacific Grove 

May 31, Sunday – Shelter dinner at Sunrise Village, Fremont (see details below) 

June 6, Saturday -- Council retreat

June 7, Sunday – Confirmation Day (see details below) and Potluck Sunday (theme: salads)
June 8, Monday – High school students invited to see film The Education of Shelby Knox at Niles Congregational Church (see details below)

June 21, Sunday – Fathers’ Day

PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
On Sunday, June 7th, four of our teenagers will be brought into full membership at the Little Brown Church. When we welcome the youth that morning during the worship service into the responsibilities and full life of the congregation, traditionally I like the parents to stand with them on the chancel. It is in recognition that years before when their children were baptized, those parents honored their promise and assumed certain responsibilities to nurture and instruct their children in the Christian faith. Confirmation celebrates this affirmation of baptism as a milestone in the life of the individual and of the local church. 

When the youth were baptized, the entire congregation also promised to provide a supportive Christian community where a child can grow in awareness and understanding. As a community, you have fulfilled that responsibility and done your job well. Our youth were nurtured in love and inclusivity, they learned about the sacred scriptures each and every week and watched it modeled for them in what it means to serve your neighbor. In the words of the songwriter, Stephen Sondheim, this congregation was “Careful the things you say, children will listen. Careful the things you do, children will see. And learn.” Our confirmands learned the meaning of Christian love.

Their individual journeys of faith have just begun. As they will promise on Sunday morning, June 7th, to “follow in the ways of our Savior, to resist oppression and evil, to show love and justice, and to witness to the work and word of Jesus Christ,” we do not know what that will mean in their lives the next day, or ten years from now, or even fifty. But God will be with them on their life journey that only they can take.  And they have been prepared well by all of you, which will stand them in good stead. And may their emerging faith be a strength and support to them no matter what they face. And may God be with them on that journey each and every day and with all of you. 

Faithfully,

Mary

SHELTER DINNER 

Providing bag lunches and dinners for homeless people and shelter residents has become a tradition for members of LBC. The next opportunity to help is Sunday, May 31, when we provide the evening meal at Sunrise Village, the shelter provided by Abode Services (formerly the Tri-City Homeless Coalition).  The shelter is at 588 Brown Road in southern Fremont. Robin Spindler, who is organizing the event, will need people to prepare some food at home, others to cook on the premises and others to set tables and serve residents. Donations toward the purchase of food are welcome. Sign up with Robin at church on Sundays.  During April, many LBC members donated cash for supplies and prepared the bag lunches that are provided to homeless people. Niles Congregational Church is one of many Fremont-area churches that offer overnight shelter, hot dinners and breakfasts for the homeless. LBC is one of many churches that provide the lunches that are handed out each morning. 
POTLUCK DATES AND THEMES 
May  3: Mexican food in honor of Cinco de Mayo. Need ideas? Sunset Magazine’s book of Mexican cooking (1973 edition) lists enchiladas, tamales, turkey mole, empanadas, flautas, flan and fritters.
June 7: Salads. Americans didn’t always think first of lettuce and cucumbers when they made a salad. My cookbook from the 1950s provides recipes for ham and vegetable gelatin salad, German herring salad, and an “alligator pear” salad made from avocados, celery and grated Brazil nuts. 
CLEANUP DAY 

Dress casually and bring your cleaning supplies and yard work tools on Sunday, May 17.  It’s time to clean the gutters, trim the trees, clean the pew covers, wash windows, repair the fountain, plant flowers and pull weeds. Lunch will be provided.
SUMMER CAMP 

Camp Cazadero  in Sonoma County is the site for summer camp this July and August. Sessions are scheduled for different age groups. For example, children who will be entering grades two through four attend July 7-11, while youngsters entering grades five and six attend July 19-25. If you are at all interested, talk to Pastor Mary right away. There are early-bird discounts for early registrants, and financial assistance is available. For more information, go to www.ncncucc.org and click on Youth & Outdoors Ministries. LBC will make sure that any child who wants to go to camp will be able to get there. 
SPEED  BUMPS 

Long-time Sunolians know that residents have talked many times about getting the county to install speed bumps on Kilkare Road, and how little result that has had.  But perhaps LBC can make a difference this time. Robin Spindler has personal stories to tell about dodging speeding vehicles while running on Kilkare for exercise. And many of us have worried for years about the way drivers hit the gas on the straight stretch in front of the church, even on Sunday mornings when children are likely to be playing (and when their parents are trying to back out of the parking area). The church council is willing to pursue this matter, and Alameda County does have a neighborhood traffic calming program. Please email the newsletter editor at nelliebly04@comcast.net with your opinions about slowing drivers on Kilkare, and with any information you have on what has been tried in the past.  (This information may also be used in the new monthly newspaper, The Sunolian.)
MOVIE NIGHT FOR HIGH SCHOOLERS 

All LBC members, especially high schoolers, are invited to Niles Congregational Church on Monday, June 8, for a 7 p.m. screening of The Education of Shelby Knox. The documentary, which will be shown in the social hall at 255 H St., portrays a family’s transformation as members grapple with inclusion, sexuality and affirmation. The Rev. Jeffrey Spencer at Niles Congregational Church provided this summary: “High school sophomore Shelby Knox went on an educational journey as she sought to bring her high school in Lubbock, Texas, into compliance with a school health curriculum that teaches about equality for all students. The film tells a powerful story for teens and adults who care about making personal and social changes in a public arena that is heavily influenced by strong religious beliefs. While the film has a Christian religious perspective, it is suitable for a broad audience.” 

Refreshments will be provided. A discussion will follow the film. The event is co-sponsored by the Fremont Alliance for a Hate-Free Community. 
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LITTLE BROWN CHURCH OF SUNOL
Pastor: Rev. Mary P. Conant (phone 510-866-3167, email mpconant@comcast.net)

Newsletter editor: Barbara Egbert (nelliebly04@comcast.net)

Articles for newsletter are due on the 4th Sunday of each month.  Send articles by email as plain text to editor. NO ATTACHMENTS  

