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Newsletter, March 2011 

In this issue: 
· Calendar for March, April and May     
· Lenten events
· Pastor’s message
· Church Day

· Sunol Repertory Theater

· 3 million walking challenge 
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CALENDAR

 

March 5, Saturday – NCNC Church Day at Danville Congregational (details below) 

March 9, Ash Wednesday – Pastor Mary preaches at joint service, 7:30 p.m., First Christian Church, Niles (details below)

April 2, Saturday – LBC hosts refreshments at Sunol Repertory Theater (details below)
April 3, Sunday – Spring Meeting, Bay Association, 4:30 p.m., Niles Congregational Church

HOLY WEEK (see more details below)

April 17, Palm Sunday – Gather in the courtyard at 10:30 a.m. for procession 

April 21, Maundy Thursday – LBC hosts joint simple supper at 6:30 p.m., worship at 7:30

April 22, Good Friday – Joint service, Niles Congregational, 7:30 p.m. 

April 24, Sunday – Easter Sunday worship celebration and Easter Egg Hunt

May 1, Sunday – Holy Humor Sunday

May 19-22 – NCNC Annual Gathering in Redwood City

May 24, Tuesday – LBC hosts homeless shelter dinner at Sunrise Village, Fremont

PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Mark Twain once wrote, "Preachers are always pleasant company when they are off duty." And as many of you know, I have been off duty this past week back East visiting family. But as with many of us, it is difficult to totally break away from the obligations of our work. So I write this pastor's page from the warmth of a library while a winter storm swirls around outside.

 

While on vacation, I spent time in both urban and rural settings. Two churches – one in each of those environs  – caught my attention. The first church was in the densely crowded city of Rosslyn, Virginia.  The church was set on a V-shaped corner of a very busy intersection which also happened to be on a fairly steep hill. And as I walked by the church, I was stunned to see that directly under the church sanctuary floor was a gas station and mini mart. It was interesting to ponder being the pastor preaching on a Sunday morning knowing that someone was buying gas and a candy bar thirty feet below. 

 

The second church was set in a beautiful pastoral setting worthy of a scenic post card. It was set well back from the road, nestled up against a fairly steep hill which was covered by about three feet of snow. What I found out was that the church owned the hill and it was designated to remain in perpetuity as a field. However, the field was not to remain a pasture for the grazing of farm animals but rather a sledding hill for all the children in town. And with the current weather conditions, they were taking full advantage of the icy and very slippery snow.

 

My guess is that the gasoline station brought in a whole lot more income to that urban church than the sledding hill did for the rural one. But the sledding hill was creating the possibilities of joyous experiences and memories that would last a lifetime. In wildly different ways, both churches were serving the needs of individuals in their community.

 

Down through the centuries, churches have meant very different things to people. They can be places of praise and celebration, places of refuge and respite from the cares and worries of the world, as well as places where life-changing moments can occur. What is church to you? Why do you think about church the way that you do?

 

We are fast approaching the season of Lent:  the forty-day period (minus the Sundays) before Easter. It is the time which both the church and individuals set aside to be reflective about Jesus' journey to the cross and the impact of the Resurrection on the world and on ourselves. My journey to the East has given me some food for thought for this Lenten journey. What will your spiritual journey be during this upcoming Lent? What is the best way for Little Brown Church to serve the world that we live in?

 

By the time you receive this newsletter, I will be back on duty and hopefully pleasant company to be around. But I also will be ready to start my Lenten journey trusting that God will show me the way. I look forward to taking it with all of you. 

 

Faithfully,

Mary
 

LENTEN EVENTS

The season of Lent is approaching, a time for contemplation and self-examination. A number of special events will help members of Little Brown Church prepare for the grand celebration of the resurrection that is Easter Sunday. Joint services on Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday will include members of Little Brown Church, Niles Congregational, First Christian (Disciples of Christ), Filipino American UCC, Filipino American Evangelical UCC and Fremont Congregational. 

Ash Wednesday, March 9:  Pastor Mary will preach at a joint service at 7:30 p.m. at First Christian Church, 36600 Niles Boulevard in Fremont (near the corner of Nursery Avenue and Mission Boulevard).

Palm Sunday, April 17: We will meet outside at 10:30 a.m. in the courtyard (weather permitting) for our procession into the church. 

Maundy Thursday, April 21: Little Brown Church will host a joint simple supper at 6:30 p.m. and worship service at 7:30 p.m. Supper will be soup plus our traditional Passover-style menu of hard-boiled eggs, pita bread, dates, olives and other Mediterranean-style fare. Niles Congregational will bring soup for 30; we should also provide soup for 30, plus the other items. There will be a sign-up sheet to help with this event, which will be a great opportunity to meet members of our faith community from several congregations. 

Good Friday, April 22: Niles Congregational will host a 7:30 p.m. worship service at 255 H Street in the Niles district of Fremont. The Rev. Steve Kindle of First Christian will be preaching. 
 CHURCH DAY

Danville Congregational is hosting the next NCNC Church Day on March 5 from 9 a.m.to 4 p.m.  

The event flier says: “Church Day provides opportunities to share in conversation with NCNC folks from all over our conference, get lots of ideas for ministry in your local setting, and share your faith story with others!”

Workshops feature the new UCC praise and worship song book; the power of microcredit; the “Godly Play” Christian education curriculum; faith community nursing; capital punishment; and other topics. To register, go to this address:

http://www.ncncucc.org/event/church-day-march-5-2011-0.

Pastor Mary advises that while there is no deadline for registration, people who sign up at the last minute should probably bring their own lunches. 

 
SUNOL REPERTORY THEATER

Little Brown Church will provide refreshments for Sunol Repertory Theater on Saturday, April 2, 2011, at Sunol Glen School. We need cookies, pies, cakes and cupcakes to serve during intermission on closing night for this year’s production of “Trouble Bubbles at the Hot Springs.”  We also need beverages and coffee. This is a good fund-raising opportunity as well as a way to make more people aware of the church.  Food can be dropped off at Sunol Glen School that day between 6 p.m. and 7 p.m. Or, it can be dropped off at the church earlier in the day. Volunteers are needed to take food from church to school, set up, serve and clean up, and accept donations. If you can help, please sign up at church or email Barbara Egbert at nelliebly04@comcast.net .

3 MILLION WALKING CHALLENGE

Since President Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama are members of the United Church of Christ, it makes perfect sense that UCC should join Mrs. Obama’s campaign for a healthier America. The First Lady has taken on childhood obesity in particular as her target during her time in Washington. 

The United Church of Christ is asking all congregations to get up and get going – specifically by joining the “Three Million Walking Challenge.” The goal is for at least 250 churches and a total of 2,500 UCC members to make a commitment to walk five miles a week in two phases: Jan. 30 to June 17 and July 11 to Nov. 18.  The combined goal for the UCC is 600,000 miles. And Mrs. Obama’s total goal is for faith and community organizations nationwide to walk 3 million miles by the end of November. 
Learn more at: http://www.ucc.org/justice/health/lets-move/faithfully-walking-challenge.html.

We all know the health benefits of exercise. Walking is natural and easy. And it’s amazing how quickly you can rack up five miles – about 10,000 steps – without much extra effort.  I’ve been walking five miles a week without even thinking about it – just getting from the bus stop to the office for my part-time job at Stanford. And it doesn’t have to be walking: you can contribute time spent bicycling or using a treadmill.

 If other members are willing to commit to walking five miles a week (or the equivalent), we can join as a church, rather than as individuals. Anybody interested? Send Barbara Egbert an email at nelliebly04@comcast.net. 
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