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CALENDAR
June 12, Sunday – Pentecost 

June 17, Friday – Memorial Service for Stanley Davies

June 19, Sunday – Father's Day

June 21, Tuesday – Church Council meets at 6:30 p.m. in the Parsonage

 PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
 Today has been a day of contrasts as I prepare for upcoming events in the life of the church. Three items were on my “to do” list to complete today -- writing a baccalaureate service for our high school seniors,  writing a memorial and graveside service for a dear friend who lost a battle with cancer and writing the pastor's page for the newsletter. Since the sermon needed to be preached before the funeral occurs, I started the morning thinking “graduation thoughts:” the sky is the limit, follow your dreams, nothing is impossible, and the future is in your hands. Hours later, by the time I finished working on the memorial service, my thinking was more along the lines of this: even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, we commend your soul to God, and grant to us Your tender mercy in this time of grief. 

 

By then, my brain was just plain aching and the deadline was still approaching for the pastor's page. Then I realized in each case, both services were closed with a benediction. Benediction is one of those words that is only used in a church setting. It comes from the Latin meaning to speak well of or to bless. It has Biblical precedent in the book of Numbers when the Lord spoke to Moses saying, “The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you, the Lord lift up his countenance and give you peace.” (Numbers 6:24-26)

 

A benediction is a holy reminder that we are sealed with God's love and that our life is always covered with God's grace. Youngsters graduating from high school and heading out in the world need to hear that as they face the trials of young adulthood. Family and friends who are grappling with grief and sorrow of the loss of a loved one need to be reminded that they too are not alone. And sometimes all of us need to hear those comforting words just to make it through the week.

 

But a benediction or blessing can also be a call to action, not just words to make you feel better. It is about remembering to stand up for what we believe every day. It is about living life with a purpose and with faith. It is about remembering that God gives us courage to stand against injustice and we can make the world a better place.  And just like Moses having heard the voice of the Lord, may we respond with all our heart, with all our strength, indeed, with all our lives.

 

The Franciscans seem to say it best with their benediction.

 

May God bless you with discomfort: at easy answers, at half-truths, and superficial relationships, so that you may live deep within your heart.
 

May God bless you with anger: at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people, so that you may work for justice, freedom, and peace.
 

May God bless you with tears to shed: for those who suffer from pain, rejection, starvation, and war, so that you may reach out your hand to comfort them and to turn their pain into joy.
 

And may God bless you with enough foolishness to believe that you can make a difference in this world, so that you can do what others claim cannot be done.
 

Now, let all God’s children say: Amen!

 

 Faithfully,

Mary

 

SHELTER DINNER
Thank you to everyone who helped LBC provide dinner at the Sunrise homeless shelter in Fremont on May 24. Many people donated cash and prepared food ahead of time for a New Orleans-style dinner of gumbo, beans and rice, biscuits, corn bread and éclairs. The residents and staff were delighted with the unusual menu. 

Servers that evening were: Laura Haley, Lauren Juan, Bonnie Feltrop, Randy Pushea, Mike Brown, Cathy Morris Brown, Becca Brown, Sara Brown, Jay Gould, Mary Conant and Robin Spindler.

On-site cooks were: Mike Brown and Jay Gould. Helene Villarreal, Katharine Kloverstrom, Susan Ewing Haley and Bonnie Feltrop brought food to be served.

 WHAT’S HAPPENING
1.  Memorial service: Many Sunolians know lifelong resident Neil Davies. His father, Stanley Davies, a member of LBC from 1969 to 1986, recently died. A memorial service will be held Friday, June 17, at 7 p.m. at the church. 
2. Faithfully walking challenge: Individuals participating in Phase 1 of the walking challenge should turn in their forms to Barbara Egbert by June 15. They can be mailed to her at 12074 Ruth Glen, Sunol, 94586. To print out the forms, go to  

http://www.ucc.org/justice/health/lets-move/faithfully-walking-challenge.html
and click on the Walking Log in the Tool Kit box. Phase 1 covers Jan. 24-June 24. (Phase 2 will run through November.) 

3.  Movie shoot: A team from Animal Planet arranged to film part of a Christmas movie for television at LBC on Sunday, May 29. The working title is Santa’s Dog, but it may be changed to Hercules Saves Christmas. Actors, including the Little People playing the elves, the canine hero, and many crew members transformed the sanctuary into a courtroom setting. Elliston Winery (a popular site for receptions following weddings at LBC) and other spots around Sunol were included in the filming. 
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