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Newsletter, January 2011 

In this issue: 
         Calendar for January and February   
         Q&A and other announcements  
         Pastor’s message
         Church Day
         Foundation work
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JANUARY-FEBRUARY  CALENDAR
Saturday, Jan. 15 – 2 p.m., memorial service for William Foland
Sunday, Jan. 16 – 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Bridal Faire, Pleasanton Hilton (see below)
Tuesday, Jan. 18 – 6:30 p.m., Church Council, at the parsonage
Sunday, Jan. 23 – Annual meeting, immediately after church
Tuesday-Wednesday, Jan. 25-26 – Earl Lectures in Berkeley (see below) 
Weekend of Jan. 28-30 – Women's Network Fall Retreat at Mercy Center in Burlingame
 

Saturday, Feb. 12 – 6 p.m., Valentine's Day Dinner (tentative)
Tuesday, Feb. 15 – 6:30 p.m., Church Council, at the parsonage
 

And looking ahead: 
March 5, Church Day, Danville Congregational Church (see below) 
March 9, Ash Wednesday, joint service in the evening with neighboring UCC churches
 

 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE
 

If you were given $100,000 and told the only way you could spend that money was to make the world a better place, how would you go about spending the cash? Now remember, that does not mean you can make your personal life circumstances better or those of your closest relatives. Spending it cannot include enhancing just your neighborhood or even the whole town. To use the cash correctly, you must make the world a better place. 
 

It is an intriguing idea to ponder. Would the money be best spent handing it over to an inventor to create a life-changing product, as some Stanford students did recently by inventing portable incubators for less than $200 which will save the lives of newborns all over the world? Would you hand the money to a renowned author to write THE book with ideas that would be read by millions and would forever alter our thinking? Would you invest the money wisely until it had grown substantially so that more could be done as more cash became available? 
 

The author Karen Armstrong won an award in 1997 worth $100,000 and granted a wish for a better world. She started an organization that would launch a Charter for Compassion. Calling upon the leaders of the major world religions, it came up with language for a document that would unify the major religions by “restoring compassionate action to the center of religious, moral and political life.” You can read the actual statement at www.charterforcompassion.org. That is a decent start on figuring out how to change the world.
 

What would you do to make the world a better place? I suspect that no one is going to hand you or me any spare change to try to change the world. But each one of us can make a difference in our own unique way and not just take up space on the planet. As we face the beginning of 2011, how can we change ourselves for the better? How can we change the community in which we live to be a better place? How can we change the world? 
 

Whatever our individual answer or our faith community's answer, our faith impels us to try. Step one is to recognize each other's humanity as recognizing that of God which is inside each and every one of us – or, as we more commonly say, understanding that we are all children of God. And the next step? With compassion, let's try to change the world. What a blessing that would be!
 

Faithfully, 
Mary
 

 

YOU GOT QUESTIONS? WE GOT ANSWERS 
 

It is that time of year again . . . time to ask the pastor questions which will be answered in an upcoming sermon. Here are the ground rules: If there has been something you have been thinking about recently, ask away. If there is something you have always wanted cleared up, ask away. If there is something that has been bothering you recently, ask away. 
 Pastor Mary says: “Depending upon what I receive for questions, I may answer a number of different questions or I may focus on only one. If you would like to ask your question anonymously, in the month of January, place the question in the offering plate. If you think of something in the middle of the night or while at work and do not mind knowing that I know where the question came from, send me an email. 
 My only parameters are that I will not answer personal or family questions. Bring it on . . .”
 


 PERSONAL PLEA
This is a request from your newsletter editor: A recent musical performance was compromised when a cell phone went off at a most inopportune moment  – just as the soloist was reaching for a crucial note.  Please turn off cell phones before entering the church. 

EARL LECTURES
The Pacific School of Religion is holding its Earl Lectures & Leadership Conference for 2011 in Berkeley the week of Jan. 24. The lectures are open to the public. Pastor Mary plans to attend the speech by Robert Reich, the keynoter on Tuesday morning. Interested? Talk to Mary or check it out at http://www.psr.edu/earl-lectures-2011.

THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION
In the December newsletter, we mentioned that the company that was hired to repair the Little Brown Church’s foundation had offered to do the work for free, in exchange for lunches for the crew. On Jan. 4, the crew showed up. Travis Watts, Joe Lowman and others poured concrete and otherwise performed the first stage of this crucial repair work, and they’ll return Jan. 11 to finish up. Katharine Kloverstrom and Margie Allen provided the lunch feast. 

CHURCH DAY WITH UCC CONFERENCE
The Rev. Jeffrey Spencer of Niles Congregational sent this message: 
     “Two times each year, the UCC Conference offers a gathering for laypeople and clergy for leadership development and fellowship.  Each Church Day brings together between 150 and 200 enthusiastic people from all over our Conference.
      “The next Church Day will be Saturday, March 5, 8:30-4:00, at Danville Congregational UCC.  The day will likely include the welcoming of our Interim Conference Minister!
       “The day includes workshops, fellowship and lunch.  While the workshop offerings are still being finalized, they will include ‘Put Your Whole Self In’ Stewardship Program, How to be a Church Treasurer, Parish Nursing, and Death Penalty legislation.
                “To register for Church Day, go to www.ncncucc.org/event/church-day-march-5-2011-0 and complete the forms, or call the Conference office at (510) 247-8995.”
 BRIDAL FAIRE 
Several church members will help present our church as a wedding venue at the Modern Bridal Faire on Sunday, Jan. 16, at the Pleasanton Hilton. Right now it appears that all the shifts are covered, but if you are willing to be on-call, let Pastor Mary or Caren Foster know. 
 

{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}
LITTLE BROWN CHURCH OF SUNOL

Pastor: The Rev. Mary P. Conant (phone 510-866-3167, email mpconant@comcast.net)

Newsletter editor: Barbara Egbert (nelliebly04@comcast.net)

Articles for newsletter are due on the 4th Sunday of each month.  Send articles by email as plain text to editor. NO ATTACHMENTS
