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         Calendar for February, March & April     
         News you can use
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CALENDAR

 

Feb. 15, Tuesday – 6:30 p.m., Church Council, parsonage

March 9, Wednesday – Ash Wednesday Service in Fremont, details in next newsletter

April 3, Sunday – Spring Meeting, Bay Association, 4:30 p.m., Niles Congregational Church

April 17, Sunday – Palm Sunday

April 21, Thursday – Maundy Thursday, Simple Supper and Service of Tenebrae

April 22, Friday – Good Friday Joint Service, details to follow

April 24, Sunday – Easter Sunday worship celebration and Easter Egg Hunt

And looking way ahead … 

May 1, Sunday – Holy Humor Sunday

May 19-May 22 – NCNC Annual Gathering in Redwood City

 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE

As time marches on, more and more people prefer digital communication over other forms. When I took my first ministerial position almost 15 years ago, compared to now I had no idea how much more time I would be spending on the computer communicating with parishioners, other clergy and the conference office; doing research and writing sermons; and now social networking. Yes, Little Brown Church has moved fully into the 21st century by setting up a Facebook page. It will be a way for us to enhance our communication, share our faith and promote all that the church has to offer to those of all ages. We also hope it will be an effective way to reach younger people, particularly prospective brides and grooms. 

As the page was being developed this week, I have had to think about the meaning of the word friend. The dictionary defines a friend as a person who is attached to another by feelings of affection or personal regard. Friends are supposed to be more than a colleague, an acquaintance or a supporter. In the physical world, much more is expected of friendship in terms of intimacy, self-disclosure and mutuality. Friends are able to read body language, hear differences in tones of voice and spend interactive time together. In the virtual world, a friend can be anyone you are willing to communicate with through that particular medium. 

In the physical world, as we change and grow, friendships may do the same. Ending a friendship can take many forms, from an ugly confrontation to a gentle fading out over time or distance. But to “defriend” someone in the virtual world, all it takes is a simple click of the mouse. It is completely one-sided and it has been surprising to many people how painful it can be to feel rejected when their communications have been blocked. 

In reflecting our theology and practices, the Little Brown Church Facebook page will be open to all. However, I will follow recommended practices and guidelines put forth by the wider church regarding electronic communications. In abiding by those guidelines, we acknowledge that electronic communications are simply not confidential and healthy boundaries must always be maintained. Once the Church Council approves these guidelines, they will be available for all to see. As with anything new, there will be a learning curve and we may not get it right all the time.  But it is important that LBC be a presence in the digital world, to show the world in one more way what we believe and why we do what we do. 

Two thousand years ago, Jesus walking on the shores of the Sea of Galilee could never have imagined where his words might be found, “For where two or more are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” But for those of us at Little Brown Church, whether in the sanctuary on Sunday morning or hunched over our computers in a virtual world on Thursday night, may we do more than just imagine those words, may we believe them and live them.

Faithfully,

Mary

NEWS YOU CAN USE 

Bridal Fair: Little Brown Church had a table at the Modern Bridal Faire held at the Pleasanton Hilton on Jan. 23. Staffing the table and assisting with set-up and clean-up were volunteer wedding coordinator Erna Wiemer, Robin Spindler, Helene Villarreal, Mary Conant, Katharine Kloverstrom, Mary Suter  and Barbara Egbert.  Many people at the event learned that LBC offers a terrific place for small to medium-size weddings for a terrific price. Best of all, one couple has said they’ll get married at LBC and two others are considering it. 

Shelter dinner: LBC will probably be in charge of a dinner at the Sunrise Village homeless shelter sometime in March. Menu ideas? Talk to Robin. 

Annual gathering: The Northern California Nevada Conference of the United Church of Christ will hold its annual meeting May 19-22 in Redwood City. In the past, these meetings have been held at Asilomar, down the coast, a beautiful setting but quite a ways to travel. With the event so much closer this year, please consider attending for a just a day or two to learn more about the wider church and to participate in some of the seminars. 

ANNUAL MEETING 2011

At its Jan. 23 annual meeting, the congregation re-elected Kevin Matlock to the spirituality post on the church council, Dave Dogan to stewardship, Robin Spindler to social concerns and Landy White as treasurer. Susan Ewing Haley became the new councilmember for children and youth, taking over from Deverie Lautenschlager, whose term was over. Deverie will continue helping with Sunday School (as will Helene Villarreal and Barbara Egbert). The council will appoint a new parish nurturer to fill out the remainder of John Robertson’s term.
The congregation heard reports from council members and approved a budget for 2011. The budget reflects a $4,391.85 deficit. 
Below is Pastor Mary Conant’s report to the congregation: 






Annual Report 2011

A week ago, in a spirit of generosity and goodwill, the foundation of Little Brown Church was set to rights. The elements, time, tree growth, shifting ground and a swiftly flowing creek had caused the support posts to weaken and the concrete piers to twist, creating a hazard. In two short days with two skilled workers, the foundation was jacked up, the beams replaced, the piers straightened and all parts braced appropriately. Our beloved sanctuary is ready to stand against the forces of nature for another 125 years -- ready and able to assist us in our worship of God and our commission to serve this community and world. 

It somehow seems appropriate to make sure our foundation remains strong as we have enjoyed celebrating the past in grand style. I am grateful that Dr. Margaret Bendroth of the Congregational Library in Boston agreed to travel across the country to serve as our guest preacher at our worship celebration Oct. 3-- our founding weekend. Her expertise in church history served as a reminder of who we are, where we have come from and what that can mean for us today. Two weeks later we joined with the community as the primary sponsor of the Great Sunol Bed Races and Chili Cook Off. Amid the showers and chilly weather, the park and downtown streets were filled with good cheer and community spirit as we came together in celebration. The Boy Scout troop did a yeoman's job helping to set up booths, provide overnight security and assist  with take-down and clean-up. Countless hours were spent in planning and executing the myriad of tasks necessary for that event to take place. Many thanks need to be extended to Mike Brown, Barbara Egbert and Landy White for stepping up to provide invaluable leadership as well as all those who volunteered their time and expertise. 

Another sign of a strong foundation is that the congregation voted at the conclusion of my three-year designated term ministry to extend a permanent call. Stable pastoral leadership allows the church to focus on its mission rather than to be anxious about its survival. Through sound fiscal management and a whole lot of faith, we managed to meet our financial obligations. We continue to be creative in how we use our facility to provide income, while members and friends of the congregation continue to be generous in their giving. We brought in eight new members throughout the year and note with sadness the loss of our dear friend Fred Kloverstrom. 

Our spiritual foundation continues to be stable and strong as well as we reach out to others in our faith. We continue to be a “five for five” congregation, supporting the wider church through all the United Church of Christ appeals. We sponsor little Rabia in Ethiopia through the international ChildFund program. We support the local community through our annual Souper Bowl donation as well as providing dinners at Sunrise Village Homeless Shelter in Fremont. And we carry on our tradition of supporting ten families in need at the holiday time through our Adopt-aFamily program.  

As I look back upon this past year and wonder at all the possibilities of the next, I am reminded of the words of the classic hymn. “O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home.” May God bless all who have gone before us at Little Brown Church. And may God be with us as we continue our ministry in faith and hope for the next 125 years. 

Rev. Mary P. Conant
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