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In this issue: 
         Calendar for August and September     
         Rally Day 
         Pastor’s message
         Shelter dinner
         Special Event! 
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CALENDAR

 

August 9, Tuesday … Council Meeting, 7 p.m. 

August 13, Saturday, 3 p.m. … Margaret Griffin Foster Memorial Service 

September 3,4,5 …Labor Day Weekend

September 11, Sunday … Rally Day & Katalin Day (see both items below)
September 30, Friday … Shelter Dinner at Sunrise Village (see below)
And looking ahead … 

October 4-5, Tuesday and Wednesday … Authorized Minister Retreat, Danville

 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE

In many communities across New England, the town clock resides in the tall steeple of the local congregational church. In the early days, it called people to meetings, tolled the information that one of their neighbors had died or rang in alarm for a fire, as well as called the faithful to church each Sunday. When it chimed on the hour, those who could not afford a watch knew what time it was as well as keeping one company on a long night of insomnia. Today it is a quick reminder as they drive by that they need to get to their next obligation on time.

In these churches, the actual clock is about the size of a Volkswagen bug. It is a series of large gears, shafts, weights and counterweights. The winding mechanism is the size and weight of a hefty pipe wrench. Each week, a healthy member of the church climbs up a series of creaky wooden steps and ladders to the very top of the steeple. In the church I used to serve in New Hampshire, the winder cranked it up 192 turns of the crank for the chimes and 26 more for the hands of the clock so it could run for one week. 

Little Brown Church does not have the telling of time as a gift for our community but when our bell rings, we too are offering gifts of faithfulness. In good times and bad, we are here to celebrate and support, witness and pray. We are here serving God whether folks are aware of us or not, whether they agree with us or not, whether they have ever been inside our sanctuary or not. We baptize babies, hug those in need, bury the dead, sing psalms, celebrate communion and praise God.

And we do it in many ways -- opening our doors each and every Sunday for worship, sending newly married couples off to start their lives knowing they have the blessing of God and supporting our friends and neighbors in their times of grief. But most importantly, we as the church community are a living witness to the presence of God in our community. And that is a responsibility we do not take lightly. 

And like that faithful clock winder who toils up those stairs and ladders just to begin his job of winding the clock 218 times, our physical presence at Little Brown Church is just the beginning of our faith journey together. The winder knows the outcome of his labor . . . the clock will run smoothly for one week. When our bell rings on a Sunday morning, with the presence of the Holy Spirit, we will not necessarily know the outcome of our efforts. And for being able to participate in that unfolding and ongoing miracle . . . I thank God.

Faithfully, 

Mary 

RALLY DAY 

Sunday, September 11, is Rally Day! What does that mean? It’s when we boot up the church year after the dog days of summer. It’s when things really start moving in our community. Bring your rally caps! 

You’re probably wondering: What is a rally cap?

A rally cap is what you wear when your team is behind but the momentum is shifting and hope is high. One takes his or her cap off, turns it inside out, and puts it back on. 

The use of the Rally Cap rose to national awareness during the 1986 World Series when the New York Mets were playing the Boston Red Sox. The Mets were trailing in Game 6 with the Red Sox leading the series, three games to two. In the sixth inning, the television cameras showed certain Mets players in the dugout wearing their caps inside out. Subsequently, the Mets scored four runs after a ball rolled between the legs of Boston first baseman Bill Buckner, and the Mets went on to win the game and the series. 

The rally cap was subsequently adopted by baseball fans internationally to give their teams a little extra mojo when they needed it to come from behind. The idea is to sacrifice a small amount of one’s dignity in exchange for a little luck for one’s team.  It fits right in with the pep rally concept and the idea of “being a fool for Christ.” (1 Cor: 4-10)

SURPRISE PARTY

Shhhhh! We need ALL of you to keep a secret! 

On the 11th of September, the first Sunday after the Labor Day Weekend, we are going to have a Katalin Appreciation Day during the worship service. Officially, it will be Rally Day -- the restart of the church year with vacations coming to a close and the start of school for the children. 

Katalin is not one who likes anyone to make a whole lot of fuss over her -- so the plan is for her to be the last one to know. If we are lucky and pull it off, it will be 10:15 when she arrives to turn on the keyboard, gets her bulletin and opens it to see that it is Katalin Day.

For years, her ministry of music has been a gift to God and a gift to us all. Her command of any number of styles of music is exceptional; classical, spirituals, jazz, you name it. My personal favorite is when she lets loose on the hymn Amazing Grace. And do not let us forget how many times she has serenaded us with Happy Birthday (or Anniversary). 

Katalin also offers a ministry of music which many of you never see. She works with brides (and their mothers!) to get the music just right for that special wedding day. And she is extraordinarily helpful to me in planning memorial services where the gift of music is a vital start of healing from the grieving process. She has been asked to play Irish ballads, Sinatra medleys -- and don't forget when she played along for the silent movie screening.

It has been a privilege and honor to share the chancel with Katalin each and every Sunday and I hope that all of you will be present that day to help us celebrate her ministry with and among us. 

SHELTER DINNER

Little Brown Church will prepare dinner on Friday, September 30, for residents of Sunrise Village in Fremont.  Watch for the sign-up sheet at church. We’ll need people to prepare food ahead of time and also to help at Sunrise Village in Fremont from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. Cash donations are also much appreciated. The menu is yet to be determined. Questions? Ask Robin Spindler.
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