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Newsletter, April 2011 

In this issue: 
· Calendar for April and May     
· Holy Week events
· Pastor’s message
· Thanks to our volunteers 

· New copier 
· Walking challenge update 
· Summer session at PSR 
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HOLY WEEK (see below for more details)

April 17 -- Palm Sunday, 10:30 a.m., gather in courtyard for palm procession into church.

 

April 21 --  Maundy Thursday, 6:30 p.m. supper, 7:30 p.m. worship.

 

April 22  -- Good Friday Service, 7:30 p.m., First Christian.

 

April 24  -- 10:30 a.m., Easter Celebration Worship; Easter Egg hunt to follow at Sunol Glen School.

                      

May 1 -- Holy Humor Sunday.

 

May 8 -- Mother's Day

 

May 19-22 -- Annual Gathering, Northern California Nevada Conference of the UCC, Redwood City 

 

May 24— Tuesday, Shelter Dinner at Sunrise Village, Fremont

 

 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE

The Sunol Repertory Theater just finished its 30th season with another rousing melodrama entitled Trouble Bubbles at the Hot Springs. As always, it had its usual motley cast of characters who live in a two-dimensional world of black and white, led by the evil villain who has nothing but malice and greed in his heart and the sweet hapless heroine with a heart of gold. And in the end, good always triumphs over evil; in this case, the Hot Springs Hotel is saved from financial ruin and the hero gets his girl. 

In the church, we are approaching Holy Week, the culmination of our theological melodrama that plays out every spring. We too have our cast of motley characters --- but they happen to live in a much more complicated world. Appearing in the roles of the villain are the Sanhedrin leaders, who seek to arrest Jesus; Judas Iscariot, who betrays him; and Pontius Pilate, who seals his fate to crucifixion. We have our share of heroes and sometimes they can appear quite hapless too --- the disciples who physically try to protect Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane; Simon, who carries the heavy wooden cross when Jesus can take it no farther; the two Marys, who stay with Jesus through the ordeal on the cross; and Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, who tenderly care for the body upon his death.

The theater may imitate and help to explain life; but the Passion Week has the power to change our life. We get caught up in the excitement of the triumphal entry into Jerusalem, we shake our heads as we learn of betrayal, we shudder in horror at a sham trial and the suffering inflicted in the killing and dying. And yet even as we follow along with those experiences, we know how this ancient story turns out. Just as the hero always gets the girl in the Sunol melodramas, the dawn of Easter morning always brings the Resurrection event.  And everything changes. All that we knew, all that we expected, all that we could count on is forever different. 

How we see our world changes...we can see the presence of Christ everywhere --- from the eyes of a child to the heart of an enemy. Where injustices and wounds are inflicted we can see the possibility of healing and redemption. We learn to see others as people God loves and learn to love those whom we saw before as unlovable. Our sense of what is possible changes. And when that happens, it makes all the difference in how we live our lives. 

Come experience Holy Week at Little Brown Church. Come be a part of an ancient ritual in which you are more than just a casual observer. Come be changed by an experience where we do not need to be worried how it is all going to turn out. Come have it make a difference in how you live your life. 

Faithfully,

Mary

HOLY WEEK

The most important season of the Christian calendar is almost upon us. Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday feature special events at Little Brown Church. Also, we can join our sister churches on Good Friday. 

Palm Sunday, April 17: We will meet outside at 10:30 a.m. in the courtyard (weather permitting) for our procession into the church. Service includes special music. 

Maundy Thursday, April 21: Little Brown Church will host a joint simple supper at 6:30 p.m. and Service of Tenebrae at 7:30 p.m. Soup and lamb will be provided. LBC members should bring traditional Passover-style food, including hard-boiled eggs, pita bread, dates, olives and other Mediterranean-style fare. Check the clipboard each Sunday to see what still needs to be provided. We expect about 50 people representing LBC plus Niles Congregational, First Christian (Disciples of Christ), Filipino American UCC, Filipino American Evangelical UCC and Fremont Congregational. 

Good Friday, April 22: First Christian Church, 36600 Niles Blvd., Fremont, will host a 7:30 p.m. joint worship service. The Rev. Steve Kindle of First Christian will be preaching. 

Easter Sunday, April 24:  Bring potted plants and cut flowers to beautify the sanctuary. Potted plants that can be donated for use around the church would be greatly appreciated – especially if they are deer-resistant! Worship service is at 10:30 a.m., followed by our traditional Easter Egg Hunt at Sunol Glen School, to which the community is invited. 

If you want to get an even earlier start on the day, Niles Congregational Church and First Christian Church are sponsoring an outdoor Easter sunrise service for the community. The service will take place at the Train Station in the Niles Town Plaza beginning at 6:10 a.m.


 THANKS TO VOLUNTEERS
A special thank-you to everyone who helped with refreshments for closing night at Sunol Repertory Theater, including shopping, baking, set-up, clean-up and serving. Volunteers included Robin Spindler, Mary Conant, Caren Foster, Cathy and Mike Brown, Ted Buttner, Landy White, Malary and Eva Hathcox, Jay Gould, Helene, Katie and Joe Villarreal, Doris Miller, Bonnie Feltrop, Cheryl Covich, Chris Huelfer and Barbara Egbert.

UPDATE: 3 MILLION WALKING CHALLENGE

Our church is now registered as a participant with the national United Church of Christ in the “Three Million Walking Challenge.” We have eight individual participants so far: Mary Chambers; Barbara Egbert; Malary Hathcox; Mike, Cathy and Sara Brown; Mary Conant; and Robin Spindler. Each of us has committed to walking at least five miles a week (or the equivalent in running, bicycling or using a treadmill) and turning in our mileage sheets by June 17 and again by Nov. 18. 

The goal is to join UCC members nationwide to walk 600,000 miles this year as part of First Lady Michelle Obama’s campaign for a healthier America. 

You can learn more at: http://www.ucc.org/justice/health/lets-move/faithfully-walking-challenge.html. That is also where participants can print out their mileage forms and figure out the equivalent values of different kinds of exercise. 

Anyone can participate as long as you’re willing to make the commitment to walk at least five miles a week and turn in your mileage logs as appropriate. 

Questions? E-mail Barbara Egbert at nelliebly04@comcast.net. 

NEW COPIER

We have a new black-and-white copier. The small desk-top machine sits in the meeting room of the parsonage. We will be getting rid of the old one as soon as we find a good place to recycle it. Ask Pastor Mary for directions on how to use it. And feel free to make a donation to help cover the cost of the copier and supplies. 

SUMMER SESSION AT PSR

 

The Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley offers classes, workshops, lectures, worship, spiritual guidance, fellowship and even fun during its summer session, July 5-Aug. 12. Free Tuesday night talks feature luminaries of the theological world. Summer session isn’t just for clergy – in fact, many if not most of those attending are laity. Learn about writing as a healing ministry; monastic Buddhism; Latino theology and the LGBTQ community; poetry as a spiritual practice; urban justice and health; and many other topics. Intrigued? Go to www.psr.edu/summer . 
On a personal note, your newsletter editor, Barbara Egbert, spent five days at Gettysburg, Pa.  Lutheran seminary’s summer session several years ago and found it just fascinating.  (Of course, part of the fascination was attending a seminary with cannons lining the streets – reminders of the role Seminary Ridge played in the Civil War.) 
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LITTLE BROWN CHURCH OF SUNOL

Pastor: The Rev. Mary P. Conant (phone 510-866-3167, email mpconant@comcast.net)

Newsletter editor: Barbara Egbert (nelliebly04@comcast.net)

Articles for newsletter are due on the 4th Sunday of each month.  Send articles by email as plain text to editor. NO ATTACHMENTS
