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In this issue: 

        Calendar for February and March 
        Pastor’s message

        Sunol Repertory Theater 
        Potluck themes  
        Great truths 
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FEBRUARY-MARCH CALENDAR

Feb. 7 – Potluck Sunday (theme: Chinese) 

Feb. 13, Saturday – Valentine Dinner

Feb. 16, Tuesday – Church Council meeting, 6:30 p.m.

Feb. 17 – Ash Wednesday service, Fremont Congregational Church, 7:30 p.m.

Feb. 21 – First Sunday in Lent 

March 6 – Saturday, LBC hosts refreshments at Sunol Repertory Theater 

March 7 – Potluck Sunday (theme: Irish) 

March 14 – Daylight Savings Time begins … set clocks one hour ahead 

March 16, Tuesday – Church Council meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

March 28 – Palm Sunday 

And looking ahead:

April 1 – Maundy Thursday, Simple Supper and Worship Service

April 2 – Good Friday service at Fremont Congregational Church 

April 4 – Easter Sunday 

April 11 – Holy Humor Sunday 

REMINDER

Annual meeting is Sunday, Jan. 31, right after the worship service.

PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
There is much to rejoice and be thankful for as we enter into our 125th celebration year, our quasquicentennial anniversary. This past year when the world shuddered at each economic downturn and grim financial news on a weekly basis, as we watched friends and neighbors being laid off, and as we wondered where, when and how it might all end, we kept the faith. We prayed, we sang, we laughed and we supported each, other never doubting that the goodness and grace of God would see us through to better times. 

Although our 2010 working budget is about as bare bones as it can get, the loving charity of this congregation found a way to meet every fiscal obligation in 2009 and then some. We are a “five for five” congregation supporting the wider church of the United Church of Christ in its special funds. We began support of a little first grader, a girl named Rabia, in Ethiopia through the worldwide ChildFund. We served dinners down at the homeless shelter, made lunches for the winter relief program, purchased space blankets for the homeless in San Francisco and made Christmas merrier for more than fifty people through our Adopt-a-Family program. We did these things and more not only because they were the right thing to do, but as a reflection of our faith and gratitude to God for the gifts that have been bestowed upon us.

However, the Little Brown Church is more than a charity organization that dispenses cash and good works.  We are a healthy Christian congregation that first gathers together weekly to worship God. We seek to discern what God has in mind for us. We pray that we are a visible presence of the sacred in our local community and that the lives that we lead make a difference to all of us and those whose paths we cross. 

I am grateful for the hard work that the Council puts in month after month making sure that the practices and programs of this particular Body of Christ are completed. I am thankful for all the mysterious and anonymous “angels” who see a need and without any fanfare get the job done. I appreciate all the assistance I receive on Sunday morning to make the worship service welcoming and ready. And when you find a moment, thank Erna for her tireless efforts as our wedding coordinator. She is one of our primary faces to the wider community as couples of all ages prepare for their weddings. She shepherds them through the entire process from the initial phone call to making sure the wedding license gets mailed. Her labors on behalf of this congregation are vital in allowing us to continue our ministry. And to Katalin, our accompanist, what a joy to share worship leadership with her! Katalin’s technical skill and ability as well as her infectious love of all kinds of music, her depth of knowledge of classical sacred works, and her joie de vivre are a gift to us all. 

This January 2010 starts the third year of my three-year designated term ministry contract. My hope is that in the previous two years, my pastoral leadership has been a time of stability and support to members and friends of this congregation as well as a time of beginning a new spiritual journey together. It would be a privilege to continue to be your pastor at LBC at the end of this contract period if that is where the Holy Spirit leads the congregation. In its 125-year history, this church has not seen a whole lot of long-term pastorates. Of the more than thirty ministers who have served this church, seventeen of them served only one to two years. This church deserves more long-term stable pastoral leadership than that. 

In 1885, the Congregational Church of Sunol Glen was started to spread the Christian faith and to serve the community of Sunol. In our current incarnation as the Little Brown Church, we have continued to follow that original mission to the best of our ability. As we look forward to next year, taking time to recognize and honor the past in our anniversary year, we will also look forward with vision and faithfulness to wherever God leads us.

Faithfully,

Mary

SUNOL REPERTORY THEATER 

Three members of Little Brown Church are deeply involved in this year’s melodrama production of the Sunol Repertory Theater, which benefits Sunol Glen School. Mary Chambers plays Marge Modest, the heroine of “She Was Only Marginally Modest.”  Becca Brown plays Miss Willimena Worm. And Barbara Egbert is stage manager for SRT’s 29th production. Opening night is Saturday, March 6, in the auditorium at Sunol Glen School. Performances will also be held the following three weekends, on March 12, 13, 19, 20, 26 and 27. 

Tickets are $15 and go on sale to the general public on Feb. 4 at Little Valley Winery, 793 Main St. in Pleasanton. Or call (925) 862-9006.

In addition, LBC will provide refreshments during the performance of March 6, which is opening night. This is a good fund-raising opportunity as well as a chance to bring LBC to the attention of the larger community. Please sign up one of the next few Sundays to provide cakes, pies or cookies and to help at the play. 
SRT productions are a very big deal for Sunol. Parts in the play are much sought-after, and those who are chosen during December auditions are required to rehearse twice a week all through January and February, plus more rehearsals during March. (They also must help with set painting and other weekend chores.) The result is always worth seeing. 
POTLUCK SUNDAYS

The next potluck Sundays are Feb. 7 and March 7.

February’s theme is Chinese. 

March includes St. Patrick’s Day, so it’s appropriate to have an Irish theme for that month’s potluck. Besides potatoes, corned beef, cabbage and soda bread, Irish cuisine includes roast lamb, colcannon, shepherd’s pie, bannocks and scones. Or, make whatever you want and just tint it green!  

GREAT TRUTHS ABOUT GROWING OLD
Here it is: another installment from Cousin Ted.

1) Growing old is mandatory; growing up is optional.
2) Forget the health food. I need all the preservatives I can get.
3) When you fall down, you wonder what else you can do while you're down there.
4) You're getting old when you get the same sensation from a rocking chair that you once got from a roller coaster.
5) It's frustrating when you know all the answers but nobody bothers to ask you the questions.
6) Time may be a great healer, but it's a lousy beautician.
7) Wisdom comes with age, but sometimes age comes alone.
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LITTLE BROWN CHURCH OF SUNOL

Pastor: Rev. Mary P. Conant (phone 510-866-3167, email mpconant@comcast.net)

Newsletter editor: Barbara Egbert (nelliebly04@comcast.net)

Articles for newsletter are due on the 4th Sunday of each month.  Send articles by email as plain text to editor. NO ATTACHMENTS
