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· Highlights of Holy Week 
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· Pastor’s message
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· Donation opportunities 
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MARCH-APRIL CALENDAR

March 6 – Saturday, 8 p.m., LBC hosts refreshments at Sunol Repertory Theater (see below)

March 7 – Installation of new Church Council members during worship service

March 13, Saturday – Church Day from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Congregational Church of San Mateo. (See NCNC Web site for specific details.) Dave Dogan will attend. 
March 14 – Picnic in the Park, noon. Weather permitting, we’ll take a short, easy hike into Pleasanton Ridge Regional Park right after the worship service, and treat ourselves to a picnic lunch. Also, Daylight Savings Time begins … set clocks one hour ahead. 

March 16, Tuesday – Church Council meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
March 21 – Marcus Borg lecture at 4:30 p.m. at First Congregational Church, San Jose
March 28 – Palm Sunday (see below)

April 1 – Maundy Thursday, 6:30 p.m., Simple Seder Supper and Service of Tenebrae (see below)

April 2 – Good Friday, 7:30 p.m. service at First Christian Church of Fremont, 36600 Niles Boulevard

April 4 – Easter Sunday; Easter Egg Hunt follows worship at noon  (see below) 

April 11 – Holy Humor Sunday, a continuation of the joyful celebration of Easter 

And looking ahead: 

May 13-16 – Annual gathering for UCC Northern California Nevada Conference, Asilomar

May 23 – Congregational meeting 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
As we approach the events of Holy Week at the end of the Lenten season we are asked to recount and relive the suffering of Jesus and the joyous transformation of Resurrection on Easter Sunday morning.

Suffering is something that human beings truly understand. We all carry within us our own personal heartaches and disappointments: family members who are ill, children who are not doing well, jobs that have been lost, life that just did not turn out how we had hoped and dreamed it might. We are also mindful of the suffering in the world that a spate of recent natural disasters has highlighted.

As we live with such suffering around us and within our own personal lives, it is natural to ask the question: Why? Why is the nation of Haiti having to suffer so? Why do thousands of children around the world go hungry each day? Why would a loving God allow me to suffer my personal heartaches?

Recently the presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church of the United States spoke at the National Cathedral in Washington about the suffering in Haiti. Her words resonate in all of our living. “The reality is that life is not safe or predictable, but what we do with our lives gives them meaning. God does not cause suffering or punish people with it, but God is present and known more intimately in the midst of suffering. Above all, we become more human through our broken hearts.”

As we follow the events of Holy Week may we come to understand that a loving God did not cause Jesus to suffer his trials. But rather, a loving God traveled with him every step of the way ultimately to the Resurrection. Through the humanity of that one broken heart of Jesus of Nazareth, even today we are able to get a glimpse of the Divine. 

Come join us on our Lenten journey at Little Brown Church. Travel with us in all our flawed humanity and our broken hearts until we too come to that place of resurrection and transformation. And may this mystery which is our life become blessed with a love that knows no bounds.

Faithfully, Mary

HIGHLIGHTS OF HOLY WEEK 

Holy Week begins March 28 with Palm Sunday. We’ll begin our celebration of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem in the courtyard with a traditional procession with palms.

 On Maundy Thursday, April 1, we will gather in the social hall for a simple version of the Seder, the Passover meal which Jesus shared with his disciples before being arrested.  The potluck meal will feature traditional Seder food such as unleavened bread, olives and hard-boiled eggs.  Afterward, we will gather in the sanctuary for the Service of Tenebrae, also called the Service of Shadows, as we travel together the path of Jesus’ Passion. Passion comes from the Latin word passio, which means suffering. We will recount the events of the Last Supper, Jesus’ arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane, the trial before Pontius Pilate and Jesus’ route to Golgotha, the “place of a skull,” where he was crucified.  

We will join other congregations for the Good Friday service, 7: 30 p.m. at First Christian Church, 36600 Niles Boulevard in Fremont. 

On Easter Sunday, we will join in celebration of the Resurrection at 10:30 a.m.  Victoria Barnes will sing a solo from the Messiah, which George Frederick Handel originally wrote for Easter, although most Americans include it among their Christmas traditions. Sunday School will be provided for young children; teenagers will be given the opportunity to help hide the Easter eggs at that time. At noon, our annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held at Sunol Glen School. The entire community is invited to the Easter Egg Hunt; feel free to invite your friends and neighbors to bring their children. 

LITTLE BROWN CHURCH PASTORAL SELECTION
By Mike Brown, Congregation President 


     At our Congregational Annual Meeting in January 2008, we called Pastor Mary Conant for a three year designated term as minister of the Little Brown Church.  That three-year term will
expire in January 2011.  Before that time, we as the membership have the following options:
*  We can call Mary to be our permanent pastor.
*  We can decide to look for a new pastor (an interim pastor, a new designated term pastor, or a new permanent pastor).
*  We can elect to extend Mary's designated term.

   Mary has already expressed enthusiastic interest in becoming the permanent pastor.
If we decide to ask Mary to be the permanent pastor or to extend the term, we will need to receive her concurrence on the decision.  If we decide to look for a new pastor, we
will need to appoint a pastoral selection committee and coordinate with the NCNC (Northern California Nevada Conference). As many of us know, this is a pretty intense process.

   The Council has decided to bring this issue to a vote in a special membership meeting May 23.  In the interim, I recommend that members talk to the Council members regarding their preferences (install Mary as permanent pastor, keep Mary with an extension on her current term, or begin the search for a new pastor).  Based on the input the Council receives from the membership, it will make a recommendation regarding the pastor’s position.  This process falls within the guidelines of the faith and order of the United Church of Christ and our local by-laws. 

   Please let the Council know your preferences and please plan on attending the general membership meeting May 23 to vote on this key decision for the Little Brown Church community.

SUNOL REPERTORY THEATER 

I highly urge members of Little Brown Church to attend this year’s Sunol Repertory Theater production.  Here are three reasons why: 

1. Two of our most active young people have major roles: Mary Chambers plays Marge Modest, the heroine of “She Was Only Marginally Modest,” and Becca Brown plays Miss Willimena Worm. During rehearsals, they have both been terrific at singing, dancing, and acting. 

2. The play benefits Sunol Glen School, which is a very important part of the community of Sunol and which provides the site for our annual Easter Egg Hunt, along with many other community activities. 

3. It’s great fun! At SRT melodramas, members of the audience get to applaud the hero, sigh for the heroine and boo the villain. Most cast and crew members are Sunol residents or have long-time ties to the community, so if you go every year, you’ll get to know them and feel like part of the production.  And the Moose and his dancing Moosettes have to be seen to be believed!

Opening night is Saturday, March 6, in the auditorium at Sunol Glen School. Performances will also be held the following three weekends, on March 12, 13, 19, 20, 26 and 27. Tickets are $15 and are on sale at Little Valley Winery, 793 Main St. in Pleasanton. Or call (925) 862-9006.

REMINDER:  LBC will provide refreshments during intermission at the performance March 6, which is opening night. This is a good fund-raising opportunity as well as a chance to bring LBC to the attention of the larger community. Please let Helene Villareal or Barbara Egbert know if you can provide cakes, pies or cookies or can help serve  at the play.  

POTLUCKS

Participation in monthly potlucks has been way down, so the Church Council has decided to end the practice of holding one automatically on the first Sunday of each month. Instead, potlucks will be scheduled around special occasions. They will be announced ahead of time and people will be asked to sign up to bring various foods and beverages. The next special occasion will probably be a reception to welcome new members. 
DONATION OPPORTUNITIES 

1. The Church Council has decided to purchase 10 more Chalice Hymnals. Anyone interested in purchasing a hymnal for $15 and donating it to the congregation? Please let Helene or Mary know.  

2. Every year during Lent, LBC sends out postcards to every resident of Sunol inviting them to our Holy Week celebration. The cost for printing and mailing the post cards comes to about $300. If anyone would like to help defray some of those costs, please see Caren.  We are also considering advertising in the Independent, and possibly the Argus and Tri-Valley Herald. Help with those costs would also be appreciated. 
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LITTLE BROWN CHURCH OF SUNOL

Pastor: Rev. Mary P. Conant (phone 510-866-3167, email mpconant@comcast.net)

Newsletter editor: Barbara Egbert (nelliebly04@comcast.net)

1) Articles for newsletter are due on the 4th Sunday of each month.  Send articles by email as plain text to editor. NO ATTACHMENTS
