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        New member class
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SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER CALENDAR

Sept. 6, Sunday – LBC goes to Oakland to see A’s play Seattle (see below)

 Sept. 13, Sunday – Anniversary kick-off reunion and spaghetti feed (see below)

Sept. 13, Sunday – Provide dinner at Sunrise Village shelter, 4-6 p.m. (see below)

Sept. 15, Tuesday – Church council meeting, 6:30 p.m., parsonage

Sept. 20, Sunday – Hike and picnic, 12 noon (see below) 

Oct. 4, Sunday – Blessing of the Animals service (see below)

Oct. 18, Sunday – Worship service in Sunol Community Park, followed by chili cook-off (see below)

And looking forward to November, mark your calendars for:

Nov. 1, Reformation Sunday … Nov. 22, Stewardship Sunday with a special Pilgrim Thanksgiving dinner … and Nov. 29, the First Sunday in Advent. 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
Who or what is worthy of God's blessing? Taking my cue right from the book of Genesis, I posit that it would be all that is contained in God's creation, particularly the animals. Why? In chapter 1: 20-22, the blessing by God of all animals happens on the fifth day. And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.’ So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.’

And for thousands of years, some of those animals have chosen to join humans to be a part of their hearth and home. St. Francis of Assisi, during the Middle Ages, combined his love of animals specifically with his Christian faith. He believed that all creatures were capable and should be praising God. He was the first to set up a live nativity scene so worshipers could contemplate the birth of Jesus in a realistic way with all their senses. He is reputed to have stopped to preach to the birds as well as save a village from a dangerous wolf. Legend has it that on his deathbed he thanked his donkey for carrying him throughout his life --- and his donkey wept. 

October 4th is the traditional date of the feast of St. Francis in which celebrations are held honoring animals. So for those whose lives are enriched by companion animals, for those whose lives are sustained by working animals, all members of the community are welcome to come to the Little Brown Church on Sunday, Oct. 4, and receive a blessing of your animal as part of the worship service. To accommodate all sizes and types of animals, the service will be held out in the courtyard rather than in the sanctuary. Small, docile, and group-friendly animals will be blessed during the time with the children. Larger, more rambunctious animals will be blessed at the close of worship where there can be some more room for all parties to maneuver.  If a child in particular (but it could apply to anyone) cannot bring a pet to church for whatever reason and has a picture of it, we will provide the blessing in a more virtual manner. 

This celebration of all God’s creatures is just one of many special events planned for the year-long 125th anniversary celebration of the Little Brown Church founding in October of 1885. I hope that you will consider the blessings that God has bestowed upon you this year, remember a part of God’s creation -- your companion animal that blesses your life on a daily basis -- and come celebrate with us at the Little Brown Church. See you there!

Faithfully, Mary 

LBC GOES TO THE GAME!

On Sunday, Sept. 6 (during Labor Day weekend), immediately after church, a contingent will head to the A's game versus the Seattle Mariners starting at 1:05. They are great seats! Tickets for the group will cost $20 (they are $49 tickets twelve rows from the A's dugout on the first base side of the field). Please let Mary or John Robertson know if you want to come to the game. (Friends, relatives and neighbors are also welcome, even Mariner fans! We need 20 people.) LBC will be flashed up on the giant scoreboard for everyone in the stadium to know that we are there.

Wear your A's gear to church, bring your glove to have a chance to catch a foul ball and let's head to the ball park. 
ANNIVERSARY KICK-OFF SUNDAY

Welcome back to Little Brown Church on Sunday, Sept. 13! Whether you’ve been gone for a summer of travel and leisure, or whether it has been longer since you’ve been with us, come join us in our Welcome Back Home to Little Brown Church event. Immediately after church there will be a spaghetti feed brought to you by some of our renowned chefs. Dessert of cookies and cakes will be potluck style. 

Never forgetting that one of the missions of the church is to feed the hungry, we will be hosting a Shelter Dinner at Sunrise Village in Fremont. Details of the menu and recipes can be found below in this newsletter. We will need volunteer chefs, servers and dessert-bakers for that event. See Robin for details and to get your name on the sign-up sheets.

SHELTER DINNER

Here’s the menu for the dinner we will provide Sunday, Sept. 13, from 4 to 6 p.m. at Sunrise Village Homeless Shelter in Fremont: 

Macaroni and cheese (optional recipe below)

Salad

Garlic Bread
Brownies and cookies for dessert

“Comfort food” goes over well at the shelter, but of course we also want to provide a healthy, nourishing meal. Thus, we’re planning macaroni and cheese for September, with salad and garlic bread on the side. You can use your favorite recipe, or follow the one below, which is Barbara Egbert’s adaptation of the recipe in the 1974 Betty Crocker cookbook. She guarantees it’s practically foolproof. It would be ideal if some casseroles are plain, some have cooked broccoli stirred in and some have cubed ham. 

Talk to Robin Spindler about preparing food ahead of time, cooking at the shelter and serving the meal. 






Macaroni and Cheese

Measure three cups of raw elbow pasta, add to a large pot of boiling water, cook 10 minutes uncovered and drain in a colander.

Meanwhile, make three cups of thin white sauce (see below). Add 4 ½ cups of shredded cheddar cheese to make cheese sauce. 

Add cooked macaroni to cheese sauce and pour into large greased casserole. (At this point, casserole can be covered and refrigerated overnight until ready to use.) Bake uncovered in 350 degree oven for 30 minutes (add 10 minutes if casserole has been refrigerated).






Thin White Sauce

Melt 3 Tablespoons of butter or margarine in large sauce pan over low heat. Blend in 3 Tablespoons flour, ¾ teaspoon salt, and ¼ teaspoon pepper. Cook over low heat, stirring until mixture is smooth and bubbly. Remove from heat. Stir in 3 cups milk. Return to heat, and bring to boil, stirring constantly to avoid scorching. Lower heat and simmer for one minute, stirring constantly. 

SEPTEMBER HIKE AND PICNIC

Weather permitting, LBC members will again hike into Pleasanton Ridge Regional Park on Sept. 20 and enjoy a picnic. Leave your car in front of the church and walk about a mile (mostly uphill) to the picnic site with its view of the beautiful Sunol Valley. Remember to bring water, sack lunches, hats and sunscreen, jackets if the weather is cool, something to sit on, plus tissues for potty breaks, baby wipes or hand sanitizer for hand-washing, and a small Ziploc-type bag for used tissues and wipes. 
If the weather is just too hot, we’ll try again later in the fall. Questions? Ask Barbara Egbert.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

Bring your pets, companion animals and working livestock to worship with us on Oct. 4, the  traditional date for a  Blessing of the Animals in honor of St. Francis of Assisi. The service will be held in the courtyard to accommodate our animal friends. Small, well-behaved, people-friendly animals will be blessed during the time with the children. Larger, more rambunctious animals will be blessed at the close of worship.  Bring a photo if you can’t bring your pet. 
CHILI COOK-OFF – SAVE THE DATE 

We’re not only going to eat chili in the Sunol Community Park on Sunday, Oct. 18  – we’re going to have our 10:30 a.m. worship service there, too. Mike Brown and John Robertson are working out the details of this community-wide event. 

BLOOD DRIVE 

A blood drive is being held Tuesday, Sept. 1, from 9 a.m. to noon to help Janet O’Laughlin Gomes, who is being treated at UC-San Francisco for acute leukemia. She is the daughter of long-time Sunol residents  Jim and Janet O’Laughlin.  To sign up for the blood drive, which will be held in the bocce ball area at the Sunol Community Park, call or email: 

Shirley Kaminsky, 925-862-2427 Home, 925-872-5634 Cell, s.kaminsky@comcast.net
Jordan Goyton, 925-862-2988, 925-321-2200, ejgoyton16@yahoo.com
MEMBERSHIP CLASS 

Anyone interested in becoming a full-fledged member of Little Brown Church should let Pastor Mary know. Membership means taking a fuller role in the life and future of the church and being able to vote on officers, the budget, and other important elements.  New members take a short class about church history and polity before assuming full membership. 
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LITTLE BROWN CHURCH OF SUNOL

Pastor: Rev. Mary P. Conant (phone 510-866-3167, email mpconant@comcast.net)

Newsletter editor: Barbara Egbert (nelliebly04@comcast.net)

Articles for newsletter are due on the 4th Sunday of each month.  Send articles by email as plain text to editor. NO ATTACHMENTS  


 

