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Bed races return to downtown Sunol
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SUNOL -- Move over Mary Poppins and Miss Price, Sunolians are set to reclaim the flying bed market -- at least the ones that zip up and down Main Street.

After an absence of at least five years, the Sunol Bed Races and Chili Cook-off returns 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday at Sunol Community Park, off Main Street and Kilkare Road.

To help celebrate the Little Brown Church of Sunol's 125th anniversary, which was Oct. 4, church organizers decided to bring back the town tradition.

"This is uniquely Sunol," said Rev. Mary Conant, the Little Brown Church's pastor for the past three years. "It says we stand apart, that we can be silly and pull together as a community. It is a Sunol thing, like Mayor Bosco."

From 1994 to some time in the early 2000s, Sunol was known just as much for the bed races and chili cook-off as it was for the Bosco the dog, who as a prank was voted mayor of Sunol in 1981.

A replica of Bosco now serves as a furry beer tap that dispenses beer when its hind leg is lifted at Bosco's Bones and Brew restaurant in downtown Sunol, not too far from where the bed races will be held.

Conant said between nine to 10 five-member teams are expected to compete in the races at noon. 

Teams from Sunol, Fremont and Livermore are expected to compete in the race which will be split up into heats and then quarterfinals, semifinals and finals.

Racers must follow strict rules with four people pushing and one person in the bed. 

The vehicle must be a bed frame with mattress and sheets and may not have mechanical steering. However, wheels can be on swivels.

The Little Brown Church entered a team in the race with pastor Conant as a rookie member.

"I plan on learning very quickly, like in the first 10 steps," said Conant about participating in her first bed race. "We have a bed with wheels and are in good shape and will figure it out from there."

The Sunol Business Guild is credited for starting the event in 1994 as a way to raise funds to help rebuild much of the downtown that was destroyed by a fire, said Bud Hall, a member of the guild who helped start the event.

He said that the event started with six teams and during its heyday had 30 teams competing. The chili cook-off which also is a team competition was added a few years after the inaugural bed race.

"The whole downtown almost burned down," Hall said. "So we were looking for a way to spruce it up."

Hall said the money raised from the races and cook-off helped build the town clock, bulletin board, vinyl fence, plant trees and raised about $60,000 for development of Sunol Community Park and another $38,000 for various non profits.

For more information on the bed races and chili cook-off visit www.littlebrownchurchofsunol.org. 

